


24964 Skyland Ridge Rd., Los Gatos
$2,895,000 | SOLD over asking

24180 Summit Woods Dr., Los Gatos
$1,950,000 | SOLD over asking

663 Blossom Hill Road, Los Gatos
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

24455 Loma Prieta Ave., Los Gatos
$2,720,000 | SOLD over asking

Paula Leary · 408.425.3345
p.leary@ggsir.com · Lic. #01469235

Terry Leary · 408.921.4343
terry.leary@ggsir.com · Lic. #01854782

LearyProperties.com

Monterey Bay views! Close to Downtown LG | SunsetDriveEstate.com2 Master Suites! Fruit trees, lush gardens | 23441SkyviewTerrace.com

Listings by Paula & Terry Leary  |  Your Trusted Real Estate Advisors

Recent Sales | Average Days on Market:  9.5 days

Come on out to rock with the Summit Sisters!   
August 5th, Downtown Los Gatos 

Offered at $1,950,000

JUST LISTED!   22577 RIVA RIDGE ROAD, LOS GATOS | 4bd / 2ba | 2,391sf | Views & Privacy!  22577RivaRidgeRd.com

23441 Skyview Terr., Los Gatos | 4bd / 3ba | 3,441sf 23454 Sunset Dr., Los Gatos | 4bd / 4full 2half ba | 10,000sf 

Offered at $1,825,000

Offered at $5,900,000
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20100 Thompson Road 
$1,150,000
3 Bed  |  2 Bath  |  1300 Sq Ft

Lisa Sgarlato
408.396.7231 
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
DRE 01342694

R
oy

al
 O

ak
s

1101 Elkhorn Road 
$1,500,000 
3 Bed  |  2 Bath  |  1527 Sq Ft

Sebastian Frey
408.548.7348
sebastian.frey@compass.com
DRE 01369847

compass.com       compass

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 
01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources 
deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No 
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  
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22005 Old Santa Cruz Highway
$1,280,000
2 Bed  |  1.5 Bath  |  2267 Sq Ft

Lisa Sgarlato
408.396.7231 
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
DRE 01342694

Get a head start to  
finding your home.

Access thousands of new listings before anyone else, 
only at compass.com.
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14315 Treehouse Way
$499,975
1 Bed  |  1 Bath  |  894 Sq Ft

Sebastian Frey
408.548.7348
sebastian.frey@compass.com
DRE 01369847
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18096 Idalyn Drive 
$1,250,000 
4 Bed  |  2.5 Bath  |  1709 Sq Ft

Lisa Sgarlato
408.396.7231 
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
DRE 01342694
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17803 Upper East Zayante Road 
$1,375,000 
5 Bed  |  3 Bath  |  2963 Sq Ft

Lisa Sgarlato
408.396.7231 
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
DRE 01342694

SA
LE

 P
EN

D
IN

G
SO

LD

SA
LE

 P
EN

D
IN

G



august 2021Mountain Network Newspage 4

For late-breaking news,  
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www.mnn.net or mountainnetworknews.com
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Articles
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Get Out and Play
Photography by Bruce Fournier

Adjust 
to life 

with less pandemic.

Earlier not later:
Vaccinate!
Evacuate?

Plan
Chip

Remove

Drive
Commute

Travel

Buy
Sell

Swap

Walk
Run
Ride

Restore
Enjoy
Live



 

Lisa Sgarlato
Transitions Made Easy

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material 
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, 
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  

408.396.7231  
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com | LisaSgarlato.com 
DRE 01342694

22435 Majestic Drive  
Los Gatos Mountains
$2,399,000 | 22435MajesticDrive.com  
5 Bed | 5 Bath | 3434 Sq Ft | 1.3 Acre Lot

Find your bliss in this sought-after Riva Ridge resort 
property featuring unobstructed coastline views! 
Beautiful updating and impressive appointments 
throughout, open floor plan, skylights and windows 
providing views from every room. Formal living room/dining area with 
vaulted ceiling, gourmet kitchen, family room, 2 fireplaces. Spacious 
bedrooms, master en-suite, large walk-in closet, and slider to the deck. 1 
bd, 1 ba apartment with separate entry, extra storage & a 3-car garage. 
Expansive decking and patio with jetted spa and sparkling pool with 
stunning canyon and ocean views. Great commute location, Loma Prieta 
schools and Los Gatos High!
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17330 Locust Drive 
$998,000
3 Bed  |  2 Bath  |  1718 Sq Ft

Lisa Sgarlato
408.396.7231 
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
DRE 01342694
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21126 Locust Drive 
$939,000 
3 Bed  |  2 Bath  |  1418 Sq Ft

Lisa Sgarlato
408.396.7231 
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
DRE 01342694
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600 Lassen Park Court
$2,745,000
4 Bed  |  4 Bath  |  3971 Sq Ft

Benjamin Guilardi
408.596.1111 
DRE 00772203

compass.com       compass

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 
01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources 
deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No 
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  
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21546 Old Mine Road
$1,190,000
3 Bed  |  2 Bath  |  1490 Sq Ft

Ed Dee
408.896.1117 
ed.dee@compass.com
DRE 01383829

Get a head start to  
finding your home.

Access thousands of new listings before anyone else, 
only at compass.com.

Elvie Scott
408.806.9316 
DRE 00809125
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117 Mar Sereno Court
$1,975,000
4 Bed  |  4+ Bath  |  4192 Sq Ft

Mark Oliverez
408.891.4663 
mark.oliverez@compass.com
DRE 00966533
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1066 41st Avenue Unit A206
$520,000
1 Bed  |  1 Bath  |  595 Sq Ft

Sebastian Frey
831.704.6873 
sebastian.frey@compass.com
DRE 01369847
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Angelé Price 

Mountain Charlie Road
Quality built home with long range views from 
both sides of Mt. Charlie. Gorgeous modern 
kitchen, updated bathrooms, separate family 
and living rooms for flexible living, 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths. Located on over 2.6 private acres. 
$1,450,000

C O M I N G  S O O N C O M I N G  S O O NA C T I V E
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Lisa Sgarlato
408.396.7231 
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com
DRE 01342694
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Lisa Sgarlato
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$2,745,000
4 Bed  |  4 Bath  |  3971 Sq Ft

Benjamin Guilardi
408.596.1111 
DRE 00772203

compass.com       compass

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 
01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources 
deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No 
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  
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1066 41st Avenue Unit A206
$520,000
1 Bed  |  1 Bath  |  595 Sq Ft

Sebastian Frey
831.704.6873 
sebastian.frey@compass.com
DRE 01369847
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From San Jose to Santa Cruz 
and Everything in Between

BRE #01187585

408.605.3005
angele.price@compass.com
www.angeleprice.com

A Vision for Your Life

21550 Madrone Drive
Spectacular canyon views from this peaceful 
3 level home in Redwood Estates. 10 minute 
commute to downtown Los Gatos. Downstairs has 
separate entrance and kitchen. Terraced gardens 
for vegetables, fruit trees and flowers. Colisted 
with Monica Lussier. $1,400,000.

18620 Favre Ridge Road
Blissful, heavenly views to greet you all day from 
this dramatic home. Located in Las Cumbres. 
2,700+ sq. ft. 4 bedroom, 3 bath, 3 car garage. 
Price TBD.

Christ Child Catholic Church

Harvest Dinner and Dance
Robert Freiri

Dust off your dancing shoes and save the 
date for Christ Child Catholic Church’s 
annual harvest dinner and dance on 
Saturday, September 18. 

This is Christ Child’s biggest fundraiser of 
the year. Everyone is invited. 

Appetizers start at 6 p.m., and dinner 
will begin around 6:45 p.m. After dinner, 
enjoy dancing to live music and bidding on 
exciting items in our silent auction.  

If you have any questions or would like to 
get involved, email TravelbyBridget@gmail.
com, or call 408 489-4993.

Loma Prieta Museum

Pioneer Spirit Day
Roger Mason

Don’t miss this day of family fun. Enjoy 
food, music, children’s games, and pioneer 
history on Saturday, October 2, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Mason-Taylor Ranch, 
22849 Summit Road.

This community event will include a 
history scavenger hunt (with prizes) for 
children, old-fashioned children’s games, 
music by the Wildcat Mountain Ramblers, 
a barbecue lunch, short history talks, and 
a silent auction of merchant donations. 
Tickets for this event are available. See our 
Facebook page (Loma Prieta Museum).

95033free

Giving “Stuff” a Second Life 
For More Than a Decade

Leslie O’Malley and Miriam Watson
Online platforms and opportunities to 

participate in the sharing economy have 
grown since we started 95033free back in 
2009. Facebook Marketplace, Nextdoor, and 

 Descendants of pioneer families will 
present short family stories describing what 
life was like for early settlers living in the 
Santa Cruz Mountains. We invite pioneer 
families to share their family history at this 
event. Email us at LomaPrietaMuseum@
gmail.com, or call 408-529-0254. We 
are looking for more families to provide 
interesting and educational stories about 
our mountains.

We need volunteers. If you would like 
to help with this or future events, email 
us at LomaPrietaMuseum@gmail.com. To 
learn more about us, visit facebook.com/
LomaPrietaMuseum. 

This Loma Prieta Museum community event 
is sponsored by the Loma Prieta Community 
Foundation, a 501(c) 3 non-profit foundation. 

All donations are tax deductible.
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Loma Prieta Volunteer Fire and Rescue 

The Barbecue
Toni Sheppard

The barbecue is back! Join us on Sunday, 
September 12. The menu, raffle, exhibits, 
and games are coming together. Tickets will 
go on sale at the Summit Store in August. 

To volunteer for the barbecue, email 
tsheppard@lomaprietafire.org or jviskochil@
lomaprietafire.org. To contribute to the 
raffle or make a donation, email viskochil@
lomaprietafire.org. 

Look for the third scavenger hunt clue in 
this issue of the Mountain Network News. 
Look for one more clue in the September 
issue. Remember to bring your clues and 
answers to the barbecue. The first 36 people 
with the correct answers will win a prize 
(one per family). Get an extra prize for 
correctly guessing the significance of “36.”

If you are interested in volunteering 
throughout the year, email volunteer@
lomaprietafire.org.

See you in September.

Brush Clearing and Grinding
• Fire clearances
• Poison oak, vines, heavy thick brush removal 
• Brush grinder will grind up to 6"  
 in diameter and spread chips
• Brushing along community  
 roads and driveways
• Brush pile grinding 

  SCOTT

GREEN
408.353.2867

Serving the Santa Cruz 
Mountains since 1985

Mountain Resident  
for 53 years

Craigslist are great places to give something 
away or find something you need, but many 
in our community still rely on 95033free.

95033free is an online community of 
mountain residents sharing free things over 
the years—from household goods such as 
refrigerators, ovens, and water heaters, to 
reclaimed fences, boats, goats, horses, and 
more. The abundance of sharing has been 
gratifying.

We have missed holding our in-person 
swap meets, and are thrilled to bring this 
tradition back. Mark your calendar for 
Saturday, August 14, at the Loma Prieta 
Community Center gymnasium, from 9 
a.m. to noon. 

Mountain residents can bring useable 
items from their homes that they no longer 
need, and set them up in a designated space 
in the gym. Fellow community members 
browse and take as many items as they like 
from each other’s stashes. It’s like a giant 
free garage sale. If you have nothing to 
share, a five-dollar donation is your ticket to 
enter. There are limits to creative uses. If it 
looks like it’s ready for the landfill, you are 
probably right. Please don’t bring junk.  

Our favorite moments are seeing items 
get new owners as they are being unloaded 
from the giver’s car. Or hearing a squeal of 
delight as someone finds a special treasure. 
We especially enjoy the opportunity that our 
swap meets create for mountain residents 
to get to know each other in a sharing 
environment. Neighbors have developed 
new friendships in the process of sharing 
items and giving their old stuff new life.

You don’t need to stay with your items, 
but you must return for unclaimed items at 
noon (no exceptions).

To find out more, email Leslie O’Malley 
at helpusendcards@gmail.com or Miriam 
Watson at ilovethemountains@gmail.com.
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Little Free Libraries

Kathy McKinney
A Little Free Library is a neighborhood 

book-sharing box on the side of the road, 
where neighbors take and donate books to 
share. Hundreds of thousands of Little Free 
Libraries exist across the United States, with 
quite a few in our Santa Cruz Mountains. 
Stewards build and maintain the water-
resistant box in their neighborhood.

There is a new Little Free Library next to 
the main entrance of the Summit Tree Farm, 
23868 Summit Road. There’s one just past 
mile marker .08 on Long Ridge Road that 
includes a reading bench, and another at the 
bottom of Summit Woods Drive. One of 
the first Little Free Libraries I noticed, many 
years ago, is at the corner of Hutchinson 
and Riva Ridge roads. Another relatively 
new Little Free Library is at mile marker 
1.06 on Old Santa Cruz Highway (on the 
Santa Cruz County side).

In Chemeketa Park, a Little Free Library 
is at 19731 Ogallala Warpath. In Redwood 
Estates, there is one just past Nonno’s on 
Madrone Drive.

One Little Free Library is a lovely replica 
of the old Burrell School. It is located on a 
private road.

Anyone can start a Little Free Library, 
and anyone can take or donate books. Visit 
them yourself, or find out more at www.
littlefreelibrary.org.

Chemeketa Park Old Santa Cruz Highway

Redwood Estates Hutchinson Road

Long Ridge Road Summit Road
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Keith & Shelly Kanady

Broker Associate 
408.316.1666

keith.kanady@compass.com 
DRE 00953975 & 02000852

Kanady Team Proudly Presents
For more information on these homes please call 408.316.1666

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for 
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is 
made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  

22860 Old Santa Cruz Hwy, Los Gatos

Listed at $1,975,000
1.5 Acres | ADU + Workshop/Apartment

This estate boasts a private driveway with 
paved parking for 10 vehicles + an oversized 
1,338 SF 5 car garage with hydraulic car lift! 

18805 Bear Creek Rd Los Gatos, CA 95033

Coming Soon for $5,700,000
2.43 Acres | 5,726 SF 

Can be purchased with lots on either side 
of this home for a total of approx. 8 acres!

COMING SOONCOMING SOON

Los Gatos Library Bookstore

Books and DVDs
Cheryl McKenzie

Now that the state has changed its COVID-19 
regulations, the Friends of Los Gatos Library 
Bookstore is back to pre-pandemic operation. 

We’re open five days a week, Wednesdays through 
Sundays, from 1 to 5 p.m. If you are vaccinated, no 
mask is required. You can call us at 408-354-2665.

Our lobby store is open and well-stocked. There 
is a “money donation” box for your convenience. In 
both of our locations, you’ll find amazing bargains 
on children’s books. Summer is a perfect time to pick 
up good reads for your young readers.

Reservations to make a donation are no longer 
necessary; however, we will continue to accept 
books only between 1 and 3 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and only by the back door of the library. 
We cannot accept donations at the bookstore.

Please keep in mind that we need “gently used” 
books and DVDs, and can’t accept those that 
are damaged. We also can’t take encyclopedias or 
magazines. A good rule of thumb is, “if you’d give 
this book to a friend, then we would be happy to 
receive it.”

If you have a large donation, email us at 
friendsoflglib@gmail.com, and let us know the 
number of books you plan to bring, so we can make 
special arrangements.

Your donations and your bookstore patronage fund 
library programs year-round. We appreciate your 
support.
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Who Is Working On Your Project?

Rosalia Burgueño Tapia
Pratt & Associates

Scenario: A licensed contractor meets with 
a homeowner to provide an estimate and to 
get a contract signed—but when it comes to 
the work, the homeowner finds unlicensed 
personnel doing much of it without proper 
supervision and control. Work requiring 
a contractor’s license must be performed 
by the qualifying individual who actually 
holds the license, or be supervised and 
controlled by that individual. The qualifying 
individual can be the owner, a qualifying 
partner, a Responsible Managing Officer, or 
Responsible Managing Employee. A license 
search on the Contractor State License 
Board website will reveal whether the 
contractor is a sole owner, or if the company 
has an RMO or RME. 

The California Code of Regulations, Title 
16, Section 823 (a), states that an RMO 
or RME is the person qualifying on behalf 
of the person or firm that is applying for 
the CSLB license. When that is the case, 
the RMO or RME is an employee who is 
permanently employed by the company 
and is actively engaged in the operation of 
business for at least 32 hours, or 8 percent of 
the total hours per week that the business is 
in operation, whichever is less. 

The RMO or RME is responsible for 
directly supervising and controlling the 
construction operations to make sure 
that the CSLB rules are followed. “Direct 
supervision and control” can include any 
one, or a combination of, the following 
activities: supervising construction, 
managing construction activities by making 
technical and administrative decisions, 
checking jobs for proper workmanship, or 
direct supervision on construction job sites. 

The California Business and Professions 

Code Section 7068.1 states that violation 
of this rule constitutes a cause for 
disciplinary action against the contractor 
and shall be punishable as a misdemeanor 
by imprisonment in a county jail not to 
exceed six months; a fine of not less than 
three thousand dollars, but not to exceed 
five thousand dollars; or both. The reason 
for these stringent penalties is to prevent 
construction work that puts customers at 
risk when it is performed by unskilled and 
unqualified persons. 

Simply put, if the work is not performed 
by the qualifying individual or directly 
supervised and controlled by that 
individual, the contractor is in violation 
of state contractor licensing laws. The 
homeowner can file a complaint with the 
CSLB, which will trigger an investigation 
leading to possible disciplinary action, fines, 
and criminal punishment. In addition, 
if the contractor is in violation of these 
laws, it is as if the work was done by an 
unlicensed contractor, which means that 
the customer has no obligation to pay for it. 
Also, the contractor must maintain a valid 
license at all times during the project. If the 
contractor does not follow the requirements 
pertaining to direct supervision and control, 
or if the license becomes inactive at any 
point during the project, the person or 
company will be considered unlicensed for 
purposes of recovering any payment (unless 
substantial compliance with the rules can be 
shown by the contractor). 

An unlicensed contractor who received 
compensation is required to fully reimburse 
the customer for all sums paid for the entire 
project. California Business & Professions 
Code Section 7031 (a) states, in pertinent 
part:

a) No person engaged in the business or 
acting in the capacity of a contractor may 
bring or maintain any action or recover in 
law or equity in any action, in any court of 
this state for the collection of compensation 
for the performance of any act or contract 
where a license is required by this chapter 
without alleging that they were a duly licensed 
contractor at all times during the performance 
of that act or contract regardless of the merits of 
the cause of action brought by the person.

(b) Except as provided in subdivision 
(e), a person who utilizes the services of an 
unlicensed contractor may bring an action 
in any court of competent jurisdiction in this 
state to recover all compensation paid to the 
unlicensed contractor for performance of any 
act or contract.

Additionally, if the contractor was 
not duly licensed at all times during the 
performance of the act or contract, the 
contractor cannot enforce a mechanic’s lien, 
if one was recorded.

The next time you hire a licensed 
contractor, do your homework by checking 
with the CSLB website before entering 
into the contract. Then keep checking to 
make sure that the contractor is licensed 
at all times during the project. Once you 
know that you are dealing with a licensed 
contractor, make sure that the person 
holding the license is either performing the 
work or directly supervising and controlling 
it. If not, they may lose their right to 
payment.

Pratt & Associates law firm, located in Los 
Gatos, specializes in real property law, 

boundaries, easements, fences, road issues, 
and other legal issues.
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Wildfire in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains
Jan Swayne

Along with many members of our 
community, I attended a joint presentation 
by firefighters and county representatives 
a few years ago at Loma Prieta Elementary 
School. I learned there is much we can do 
as rural residents to reduce severe damage to 
our homes and communities.

I also learned the importance of starting 
to make these changes. Here are a few 
things I learned:

Start with the first five feet around your 
home. Remove all flammables, including all 
plants and furniture. I’ve learned this takes 
new thinking and imagining. Starting is 
more important than doing it perfectly.

Reduce other flammable items in the next 
five to thirty feet, all around your home.

Reduce flammable items from thirty to 
one-hundred feet around your home.

Consider changes you could make 
that can help neighbors be safer, such as 
partnering to reduce fire danger.

Speak up, and follow through, to 
recommend changes in your community.

I applaud those who work on these 
important subjects at many levels of our 
church and community, including Larry 
Lopp, members of Skyland Church, FireSafe 
County Roads groups, and the Mountain 
Network News.

Let’s be part of the solution, and help 
around our homes. Even small changes can 
make a difference.

Defensible space—the buffer you create between a building on your property and the 
vegetation that surrounds it—significantly improves your home’s chance of surviving a 

wildfire, either from direct flame contact or radiant heat. 
Defensible space is also important to protect the firefighters defending your home.

Recipe

Sauce Villa Montaña
Ellen Bond

Some years ago, I was traveling in Mexico 
and stayed a few days at the Villa Montaña 
in Morelia. Lunch was invariably an 
excellent buffet. And along with everything 
else was a wonderful green sauce. I asked 
the manager to cajole a family-sized version 
from the chef and here it is. Enjoy!

4 cloves garlic
1 medium-size onion
½ cup parsley
2 Tablespoons sugar
1 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon mustard
1 cup cider vinegar
2 cups vegetable oil

Put all ingredients in a blender. Serve with 
sliced tomatoes, cucumbers, cold meat, cold 
fish, etc.

Notes: The blender is critical, although a 
food processor would probably work as well. 
A whisk won’t mix it effectively. Stick to the 
ingredients listed. Don’t try to “improve” on 
the oil or vinegar. I usually halve this recipe. 
It makes a lot. 

Know Your Evacuation Zone
CalFire plans to be more aggressive with 

evacuations this year, if fires do occur. They 
have divided Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, 
and San Mateo counties into more than 
300 evacuation zones based on optimal 
evacuation routes. Look up your zone at 
community.zonehaven.com, and write it 
down. First responders will issue evacuation 
orders and advisories based on these zones. 
This information will be available via news 
media, social media, and emergency alert 
notifications. 

Let’s hope for the best, but plan for the 
worst.
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peoplepeople
Obituary

Richard Waiton
Marilyn Waiton

Richard Elmer Waiton was a mountain 
resident, Senior Olympics swimmer, a 
San Mateo firefighter, and a veteran of the 
WWII U.S. Air Force. He passed away 
peacefully in his sleep on June 25, 2021. He 
is survived by his family and many friends.

At 96 years young, he was the last 
surviving of ten siblings. He will be buried 
at Waiton’s Garden in Carson City, Nevada.

He was memorialized by an Air Force 
Honor Flyby of a C-130 Hercules over the 
Santa Cruz Mountains on July 16.

May he rest in peace.
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Obituary

Catherine Ann Sweeney
Stephanie Derylo

Catherine Ann Sweeney moved to the 
Santa Cruz Mountains in 1973 with her 
husband, James Sweeney. Cathy had a love 
for teaching and taught in the Campbell     
Union School District for ten years before 
moving to the mountains and raising a 
family of three     boys. As her sons grew older, 
she became active in the Loma Prieta Joint 
Union School District. She was a substitute 
teacher, president of the Loma Prieta Home 
and School Club, and co-president of the 
C.T. English Home and School Club. 
When her children started high school, 
she returned to teaching full-time for the 
Cupertino Unified School District until she 
retired.

Cathy had a healthy and active lifestyle. 
She enjoyed jogging and walking daily in     
the beautiful surroundings near her home, 
camping with her family in the summer, 
and spending spring break in Death Valley. 
She also adored her four grandchildren and 
loved to spend quality time with them.

Cathy is survived by her husband, three 
sons, four grandchildren, her sister,  and her 
brother. She is deeply missed.
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gallerygallery Sea Lions and Cormorants
Bruce Sudweeks

In the photo below you can see two land 
creatures who visit divers underwater. The 
mammals in the photo are sea lions. Sea 
lions are prankster ballerinas. Sometimes 
groups of twenty to thirty of them will put 
on an underwater ballet show around divers. 
They will perform corkscrew maneuvers 
over, under, and all around divers and other 
sea lions. It is completely mesmerizing to see 
such behavior. 

Sea lions can also be pranksters. It seems 
to happen when three young (i.e., the 
equivalent of human teenagers) get together 
to prank the divers. A group of young lions 
stay about 25 feet away. Then one lion 
rushes toward the diver, tugs on the diver’s 
fin, and rushes away quickly. It seems like 
some sort of game where the young lions 
dare each other to prank the unsuspecting 
diver, but it can be disconcerting when your 
fin is tugged on while you are diving. 

The other creature in the photo is the 
Brandt’s cormorant. These sea birds have 
been known to dive to 120 feet looking 
for fish to eat. Underwater they use their 
feet for propulsion. Many times on a dive I 
have been studying some sort of sea creature 
when I find a cormorant looking at the same 
sea creature, perhaps determining if it is 
edible. 

I’ve seen it many times, but it still seems 
strange to see a bird sixty feet below the 
ocean’s surface. 

White-tailed kites share a mouse

Photography by Mercury Freedom
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W
hen do you call 311 rather than 911?

Photography by Jim Scholfield

Hummingbirds, a white-tailed kite in flight, and a duck
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ON-GOING CLASSES AND 
MEETINGS

Class and meeting schedules are 
valid as COVID-19 restrictions 

are lifted. Call or email to confirm 
dates and times.

Sundays
Dog agility, 24900 Highland Way, 9 to 
11 a.m. Call 408-506-8670, or email 
in8runner@aol.com to confirm dates.

Mondays
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings at 
Skyland Church, 8 p.m.

Tuesdays
Qi-gong classes, 8:45 to 10 a.m. at 
Skyland Church. Call 831-247-5617. 

Pilates mat class, 7 to 8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Email altesta@gmail.com or 
text 650-465-8513.

Felton Farmer’s Market, 1 to 6 p.m., 
120 Russell Avenue.

Wednesdays
Tai chi for beginners is held from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Los Gatos 
Recreation Center.

Downtown Santa Cruz Farmer’s 
Market, Cedar and Lincoln streets, 
from 1 to 5 p.m.

Thursdays
Yoga at the Redwood Estates Pavilion, 
10:15 to 11:30 a.m. We meet on 
Zoom and (weather permitting) on the 
Pavilion lawn. Visit pamsyogafitness.
com for details.

Pilates mat class, 7 to 8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Email altesta@gmail.com or 
text 650-465-8513.

Yoga at Skyland Church, 7 p.m. 
$10 per class

Integral yoga at Lakeside School (held 
online currently), 6:30 to 8 p.m. Visit 
www.lgsrecreation.org.

Loma Prieta Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. at the Burrell CDF station on 
Highland Way.

Alcoholics Anonymous, Redwood 
Estates Pavilion, 7:30 p.m. 

Narcotics Anonymous meetings, 
7 p.m. at Mountain Bible Church, 
23946 Summit Road. Call 408-353-
2302.

Saturdays
Summit Toastmasters 95033, 
meets on Zoom, from 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. For more information, visit 
https://summittoastmasters95033.
toastmastersclubs.org or call Laur 
d'Armien, 408-634-3493.

Westside Santa Cruz Farmer’s Market, 
Mission Street extension and Western 
Drive, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Scotts Valley Farmer’s Market, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Kmart parking lot off Mount 
Hermon Road

Sundays
Los Gatos Farmer’s Market, Town Park 
Plaza, Main Street and N. Santa Cruz 
Avenue, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Live Oak Farmer’s Market, 15th and 
East Cliff Drive in Santa Cruz, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Whether You Are Buying or Selling, Choose a Knowledgeable, Reputable Broker to Represent You!
Exciting new listings coming up in all price ranges!  Call me for an update.

#1 Real Estate Office in North America!

CAROL D. PAYNE
BRE#00868667

408.499.5529
cpayne@cbnorcal.com

www.carolpaynehomes.com
Realtor/Broker with over 30 years experience

Certified Real Estate Appraiser • Seniors Real Estate Specialist • Cartus Relocation Specialist
410 N. Santa Cruz Avenue 

Los Gatos, CA 95030

Your Mountain Real Estate Specialist

REDWOOD ESTATES GEM! One of 
a kind opportunity! Newer mountain home 
on nearly an acre, with many artistic custom 
features. Built to post-EQ standards. Authentic 
2-coat plaster interior. Vaulted ceilings, lovely 
hardwood floors, Marvin true-divided energy 
panel windows, built-in speakers, and freshly 
painted exterior. Amazing views, wraparound 
decks. Entertain in the party area featuring 
built-in Bar-B-Q, custom gazebo, oversized 
spa w/ custom lighting, and a water wheel! 
Beautiful stonework. Conveniently located 
minutes from downtown Los Gatos, Redwood 
Estates offers a community pool, playgrounds, a 
community center, a grocery store, post office, 
fire station, city water, and Nonno’s Pizzeria! 
Comcast available. Top-rated Los Gatos 
schools. Very private and serene. It doesn’t get 
much better than this! $1,299,000

Also Available: Land for Sale - 40 acres on Loma 
Chiquita Road with birdseye views & a workshop!  
Only $599,000 with possible owner financing!
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E B T  C A R D S  N O W  A C C E P T E D

Find us on Facebook!

Craft Beer
Fine Wines & Liquors

Gourmet Coffees

Open Every Day
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Just 1/4 mile off  

Highway 17

Everything you need for a wonderful summer 
barbeque – local meats from Los Gatos Meats, 

fresh veggies, cold soda and ice cream…  
and don’t forget the beer!

20121 Broadway Road • Redwood Estates, CA

(408) 353-1212

REDWOOD 
STORE

Post Office

Redwood Estates/
Holy City Exit

Restaurant

THE REDWOOD ESTATES STORE
…in beautiful downtown Redwood Estates!

For your summer 
barbeques...

we’ve got you covered!

SPECIAL EVENTS

Thursday, August 12
First day of school for Loma Prieta, 
C.T. English, Lakeside, and Lexington 
Schools. Remember to slow down in 
the school zones.

Santa Clara County Bookmobile is 
at the Loma Prieta Playfield/Building 
Blocks Preschool, from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Order items for pickup at www.sccld. 
org, or call 408-273-2326, ext. 3060.

Saturday, August 14
95033free swap meet will be at the 
Loma Prieta Community Center 
gymnasium, 23800 Summit Road, 
from 9 a.m. to noon. Bring something 
to share, or donate $5. Everything is 
free. See article on page 6 for details.

Wednesday, August 18
Santa Cruz County Supervisor Manu 
Koenig hosts a Summit town-hall 
meeting on Zoom, from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Register at www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us 
(select District 1).

Tuesday, August 24
Santa Clara County Bookmobile is 
at Lakeside School, from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Order items for pickup at www.sccld. 
org, or call 408-273-2326, ext. 3060.

Thursday, August 26
Santa Clara County Bookmobile is at 
the Redwood Estates Pavillion, from 
2 to 4 p.m. Order items for pickup at 
www.sccld.org, or call 408-273-2326, 
ext. 3060.

Sunday, September 12
The Loma Prieta Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue barbecue is back, starting at 
11 a.m. on the Loma Prieta Playfield 
behind Building Blocks Preschool 
(23845 Summit Road). Buy your tickets 
at the Summit Store. To volunteer 
or find out more, email tsheppard@
lomaprietafire.org or jviskochil@
lomaprietafire.org.

Saturday, September 18
Christ Child Catholic Church hosts a 
harvest dinner and dance, beginning 
at 6 p.m. Enjoy appetizers, dinner, live 
music, and a silent auction. To find out 
more, email TravelbyBridget@gmail.
com, or call 408 489-4993.

Saturday, October 2
Loma Prieta Museum hosts a Pioneer 
Spirit Day, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
at the Mason-Taylor Ranch, 22849 
Summit Road. Enjoy food, music, 
children’s games, and pioneer history. 
For more information or tickets, email 
LomaPrietaMuseum@gmail.com, or 
call 408-529-0254.
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exploringexploring
Six Beaches on Monterey Bay

Neil Wiley
You can walk twenty-one miles on 

sandy beaches next to one of the deepest 
submarine canyons in the world—all the 
way from the Monterey County line to 
Wharf  #2 in downtown Monterey. I’m not 
sure you would want to walk that far, but 
it’s possible through connections via six state 
parks and beaches. 

Perhaps a better choice is to pick the beach 
that fits you. Some require a long walk to 
the ocean. Others entail a long drive. Some 
offer solitude and wildlife. One provides an 
urban environment with herds of people. 
All are free.

Most are open to fishing, but only one is 
recommended for swimming. All are open 
for day use at no charge, but none allow 
camping. Horses are welcome at several 
beaches, but one has the best equestrian 
facilities. Speaking of facilities, none of 
the parks have running water or clean 
bathrooms. And speaking of animals, dogs 
are not allowed at most beaches.

All these beaches have sandy dunes, but 
some offer better views, allow climbing, 
or cover more area. The Monterey dunes 
include five types of geologic landforms: 
beach sand, unstabilized active dunes, 
geologically younger and older stabilized 
dunes, and dissected uplands.

They support many kinds of plant life, 
including ice plant, which looks beautiful 
and keeps the dunes from blowing away. 
Even so, park officials want to remove ice 
plant because it is invasive and non-native. 

Although it is possible to see harbor seals 
and California sea lions hauling out on any 
beach, brassy gulls looking for handouts, 
and flocks of pelicans flying by, the trails 
belong to lizards and ground squirrels. 

I sampled these six beaches in July. Here 
are my impressions.

Zmudowski State Beach is the Monterey 
beach closest to the Santa Cruz Mountains. 
Drive south on Highway 1. A short distance 
past the Monterey County line, watch 
for a road sign on the right for Struve 
Road. (Your GPS may give you another 
street name, but you should end up on 
Giberson Road.) Follow a dirt road around 
a checkerboard of green fields. About the 
time you feel lost, the road turns toward 
the beach. At the end of the road is a small, 

sandy parking lot. (Don’t drive in too far. 
The sand is soft and deep.) 

I climbed a small dune to reach the beach. 
I saw a few fishermen. Some were pole 
fishing, but one man far out from the shore 
was using a basket and spear. Fishermen can 
catch perch, kingfish, sole, flounder, halibut, 
bocaccio, jacksmelt, lingcod, cabezon, 
salmon, steelhead, and the occasional 
rockfish.

While popular for fishing, bird watching, 
and horseback riding, the dangerous rip 
currents, frigid water, and deep offshore 
drop-offs make swimming and surfing 
hazardous.

What I liked most about Zmudowski was 
the relative solitude. You hear the ocean 
and the occasional cry of a seabird. It is a 
good place to escape people and think deep 
thoughts. No dogs. No camping.

Moss Landing State Beach is the next 
beach to the south on Highway 1. Turn 
right on Jetty Road, just before the bridge 
and power plant. You can park on a little 
strip of land between the ocean and a small 
inlet. It’s not much of a beach, but it’s a 
good place to view wildlife. You may see 
seals, sea lions, otters, and many birds. 
You may also see kayakers, fishing boats, 
and sailboats as they enter and leave Moss 
Landing. This is also the kayakers’ entrance 
into the Elkhorn Slough, an even better 
place to see wildlife. To drive to Elkhorn 
Slough, turn left on Dolan Road, just 
beyond the power plant, and left again at 
Elkhorn Road.

No dogs, swimming, fires, drones, or 
camping. Horses are permitted along 
designated routes on wet sand beaches. Do 
not disturb nesting Western snowy plovers.
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Marina State Beach has several entrances. 
I found two. Travel south on Highway 1, 
then turn right on Reservation Drive. You 
should find a preserve entrance sign at Lake 
Street. Limited parking is available. The 
one trail to the beach goes straight up a big 
dune. Behind that is an even bigger dune. 
It’s a good place to take pictures of the ocean 
view.

To find a second entrance, continue left on 
the same road for a short distance. Take the 
trail up a smaller dune and to the beach.

The high dunes and strong prevailing 
winds of Marina State Beach are perfect 
for hang-gliding, kite flying, and radio-
controlled gliders. A launch platform 
is available for rated pilots. If you want 
information, call 831-649-2836.

Salinas River State Beach is just one 
mile south of Moss Landing on Highway 1. 
Turn right at Potrero. This is a good beach 
for riding horses, seeing birds, fishing, and 
walking to the ocean.

It’s great for equestrians, because the 
parking lot is big enough to eliminate the 
need for backing your trailer. The trail to 
the beach is relatively short and has an 
easy incline—it splits, allowing horses and 
walkers to have their own paths. The wet 

sand below the high tide line is somewhat 
flat, making it less threatening to the 
horse (and perhaps the rider). I saw several 
equestrians enjoying rides along the ocean.

This is a good place to see birds, including 
California brown pelican, red-tailed hawk, 
American kestrel, Western snowy plover, 
Western gull, black phoebe, Western scrub 
jay, California towhee, and white-crowned 
sparrow. 

No drones, dogs, or fires. Swimming is 
not recommended. Only experienced surfers 
should attempt the hazardous tides, strong 
currents, and steep drop off.
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Fort Ord Dunes State Park is difficult 
to find, but worth it. Official directions 
tell you to take Lightfighter Drive off 
Highway 1, turn left onto Second Avenue, 
then follow signs to the park entrance at 
the 8th Street overcrossing at Highway 1. 
Following these directions and my GPS, I 
ended up at a Road Closed sign in front of 
an underpass. I parked on the street, and 
walked under Highway 1. On the other 
side was a sign for Fort Ord Dunes State 
Park. I followed a flat trail west for three-
quarters of a mile, then up through dunes 
for another quarter mile. 

This was my favorite preserve. I saw nice 
views in every direction, including dunes 
covered with ice plant and flowers, others in 
smooth sand, and more with jagged walls. 
To top it all off, you see a wide ocean scenic 
view at the end of the trail.

Along the trail, I saw several colorful 
lizards and busy ground squirrels. I also 
re-lived my army experience of shooting an 
M-1 rifle while viewing an abandoned old 
building once used at the rifle range.

This is a good place to jog, bicycle, hike, 
and walk the beach. To get a cell-phone tour 
explaining the preserve nature and history, 
call 831-998-9458. 

Leashed dogs are allowed on the accessible 
paved trail. Wading and swimming are 
not advised. Horses and campfires are not 
allowed on the beach.
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Monterey State Beach 
runs one mile from Sand 
City at the north to Wharf 
#2 in Monterey at the 
south. To reach the beach, 
drive south on Highway 
1, then turn right at 
Highway 218.

 This is the only state beach in this group that is safe for water 
recreation. Swimmers, scuba divers, kayakers, and young waders 
can enjoy the water. It even has lifeguards and a truck. On the 
other hand, it is an urban park that suffers from overuse and poor 
facilities. 

It has some advantages. Thanks to a tip from the lifeguards, I 
crossed over Highway 1 and around the next corner to grab an In-
N-Out hamburger. After walking all day, I almost ate the wrapper.

If you can add more to these beach adventures, let me know. 
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historyhistory
A Bumpy History

Traveling Through the Mountains
Neil Wiley

Travel on Highway 17 can be difficult any 
day of the week, but especially on summer 
weekends. I’ve seen many improvements 
over fifty years, but there is more traffic and 
more impatient drivers. 

Traveling through the mountains has 
always had its challenges. Although you 
can see grinding stones in the foothills 
of Bear Creek Open Space Preserve, you 
see less evidence of the native Ohlone 
tribelets in the mountains. Although the 
mountains were not as heavily forested 
as now, they provided less food and more 
difficult travel than coastal areas. Grizzly 
bears and mountain lions were dangerous. 
Darkness and cold made overnight stays 
uncomfortable. And transportation was 
limited to walking on rugged trails.

It wasn’t much easier for the Spanish 
explorers. The first known European to visit 
the mountains was Fray Fermin de Lasuén. 
In 1791, he walked up from Morgan Hill 
to Loma Prieta. He saw Monterey Bay, 
and climbed down near Hester Creek to 
Soquel and the Mission Santa Cruz. He 
tried a shorter but more difficult path 
back to the Santa Clara Mission roughly 
cleared by the Santa Clara Mission Indians. 
(Many years later, Old Santa Cruz Highway 
and Highway 17 would follow some of 
that path.) In 1795, the trail was further 
improved to serve travel between a new 
Branciforte pueblo and the Santa Clara 
Mission.

Led by Captain Fremont, Americans 
explored the mountains in 1846. They spent 
a few days at the summit, then down along 
a path that became the future highway to 
Santa Cruz. It still wasn’t much of a trail.

This was confirmed when mountain 
pioneer Lyman Burrell brought his wife up 
from Los Gatos to their new home on the 
summit in 1851. It took them several days 
to reach their mountain home. He reported 
in the local publication, The Mountain Echo: 
“No man had ever been known to drive over 
the summit with a wagon. It was considered 
not only difficult, but a rather dangerous 
undertaking. In those days, a man could not 
safely travel very far alone, unless he was well 
armed, because bears were not infrequently 

Captain John Fremont

Lyman Burrell

seen on the trails, and they had not always 
the politeness to turn out for a man; but, on 
the contrary, they would sometimes dispute 
his passage.”

The poor conditions remained even after 
the road to Santa Cruz was improved in the 
late 1850s.

Transportation up the mountain did 
get faster in 1858 when one-ton Concord 
coaches pulled by six-horse teams were 
added to the mix. Mrs. J.W. Linkins, a 
traveling book sales agent, caught the 1 p.m. 
stage from the company store in Los Gatos, 
passed the Ten-Mile House, and stopped 
at Lexington for lunch while they changed 
horses. She got to Santa Cruz at 5 p.m. She 
said the horses were so fast, and the turns 
so quick that she was dizzy. She was also 
completely covered in dust.

For many years, the road remained a 
dusty or muddy mix of dirt and gravel 
only six- to eight-feet wide, but thanks to a 
bond measure in 1911, the Old Santa Cruz 
Highway became a reality in 1921. This 
concrete road was called the Boulevard to 
the Pacific Ocean. The posted speed was 
twenty miles per hour. That was fast enough. 
The road had 132 curves. By 1940, the 
number of curves was reduced to twenty 
when Highway 17 opened.

Early traffic counts numbered 9,000 
vehicles a day. Unfortunately, wet winters 
and subterranean springs in 1941-42 
brought mud slides, reducing the road to 
two lanes at Inspiration Point, and closing 
the road completely at Vine Hill.
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Improvements were made, but traffic 
continued to increase. More than 20,000 
cars traveled the highway during the Fourth 
of July weekend in 1950. By 1967, Caltrans 
reported that the highway was reaching its 
capacity with an average daily traffic load of 
20,000 vehicles, 30,000 on weekends.

In 1969, Caltrans placed Highway 17 
on the list of roads to be upgraded to 
freeway status and 100,000 vehicles-per-
day capacity. They proposed an eight-lane 
road that could be expanded to 14 lanes if 
needed. 

The Santa Cruz County Board of 
Supervisors and the Mayor of Los Gatos 
fought the plan. They convinced the 
California Legislature to remove Highway 
17 from freeway expansion. Instead, the 
Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors 
encouraged a no-growth plan for Santa 
Cruz County. It didn’t work. Population 

overpasses at Bear Creek and Summit, and 
repaved most of the highway. Enforcement 
was enhanced. Better signage was added. 
The public was educated. 

For 15 years, the program worked. The 
number of fatal and injury collisions was 
reduced by an average of 39 percent. 

But something went wrong. Total 
collisions increased from 420 in 2013 to 
583 in 2014. The number of injury and 
fatal accidents went up from 136 in 2013 to 
174 in 2014.

Why? The Safe-on-17 annual report 
blamed a combination of speeding, 
tailgating, and unsafe lane changes (also 
called primary collision factors) as the 
most frequent factors leading to collisions 
on Highway 17. They recognized that 
distracted driving was also a factor. It’s 
no surprise that their studies showed that 
many accidents were caused by significantly 
increased cellular-phone usage, text 
messaging over cellular phones, accessing 
email, using smart-phone functions, and 
following navigation systems that led drivers 
into unfamiliar situations.

Most of the causes listed are against the 
law, so you might conclude that more 
people are driving badly. It sounds like 
the road has been made safer, but drivers 
are more dangerous. Perhaps the answer is 
driverless cars.

The pandemic reduced traffic congestion, 
but the accident rate was still high. Perhaps 
the Ohlone people had the right idea for 
mountain travel. Walk.

Highway 17 in 1960

increased and more commuters traveled on 
Highway 17 for higher-paying jobs in Santa 
Clara County. In turn, people living in the 
“pit” used the road to escape to Santa Cruz 
beaches.

Alternate routes were also considered, 
but the costs were too great. (I think more 
viable, but expensive options, would have 
been an overhead bridge or a car-carrier 
railroad through the mountains.)

Meanwhile, traffic has spilled over to 
secondary roads (Old Santa Cruz Highway, 
Bear Creek Road, and Soquel-San Jose 
Road). The results are more accidents, 
roadbed damage, and gridlock. 

Although Caltrans couldn’t do much 
to increase capacity, they created a safer 
highway. For years, the Safe-on-17 program 
made travel safer. Caltrans improved the 
drainage, widened some problematic 
shoulders, upgraded guardrails, added 
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MARISA THOMPSON
408.761.0609  ·  marisa.thompson@ggsir.com  ·  Lic. #01476541

For more about me, visit MarisaThompson.com

66 3 Blos som Hill Road Suite 200, Los Gatos  ·  GoldenGateSIR.com  ·  Each of f ice is independently owned and operated.

JUST SOLD

NEW PRICE

21975 STAGECOACH ROAD, LOS GATOS
$2,150,000  ·  5BR/4.5BA  ·  Home ±4,740 sf  ·  Lot ±1 acres  

25260 TERRACE GROVE ROAD, LOS GATOS
$1,249,000  ·  3BR/2BA  ·  Home ±1,848 sf  ·  Lot ±2.53 acres

Los Gatos-Saratoga High School District

Recall Effort
Kathy McKinney

In March, a group of parents began an 
effort to recall four of the five members of 
the Los Gatos-Saratoga Union High School 
District board of trustees—Theresa Bond, 
Cynthia Chang, David Guidry, and Peter 
Hertan.

Recall supporters argue that the district 
was too slow to reopen schools to in-person 
instruction after the number of COVID-19 
cases began to ebb in the county. The high 
schools reopened to in-person instruction in 
late March, a few weeks after students began 
returning to elementary and middle schools 
in Los Gatos.

Theresa Bond is the first mountain 
resident to serve on the Los Gatos-Saratoga 
Union High School District board of 
trustees since the tenure of Lorrie Wernick. 
Wernick, a former trustee for the Loma 
Prieta Joint Union School District, served 
on the high school board of trustees from 
1998 through 2012. Theresa was elected 
in November 2020, and began her term 
in December. She is the only member 
of the board representing the mountain 
community. Theresa served on the board 

of trustees for Lakeside School from 2010 
through 2020. 

To get the recall on the ballot, recall 
supporters must submit 7,500 signatures 
per board member before September 
15, 2021. If the recall effort is successful, 
the district will incur the cost of a special 
election, estimated to cost $1.2 million 
from the school’s general fund. Three of the 

four newly elected board members would 
serve a term of approximately nine months 
before the regularly scheduled election 
would take place.

If you are asked to sign a petition to recall 
a member of the board of trustees of Los 
Gatos High School, do your research to 
make sure you agree with the ramifications 
of that decision. 



page 27august 2021 Celebrating life in the Santa Cruz Mountains

Loma Prieta Joint Union School District

Superintendent’s Message
Kevin Grier

I hope that this message finds you enjoying your summer to the fullest. As 
I begin my tenure in the Loma Prieta community, I am honored and hum-
bled to begin working as the superintendent for the Loma Prieta Joint Union 
School District. I have heard, felt, and seen the deep passion for our schools 
in this community. I am excited to meet and learn more about this fantastic 
place of learning. Additionally, I am amazed by the breadth of facilities, the 
scope of our instructional programs, and the beautiful views.

Welcome Walk. It has been great meeting with our wonderful school 
staff and parents, and learning about our district and community. I happily 
extend an opportunity to anyone who would like to join me for a Welcome 
Walk using our fabulous new track, at 7:30 a.m. on Wednesday, August 18 
and Wednesday, August 25. I would love to “get my steps in” while walk-
ing and talking with you. I will walk from 7:30 to 8 a.m. You can jump in at 
any time. This will be a leisurely stroll. We will take a break (or two) to drink 
some water and gather under the trees to continue talking before the stu-
dents begin to arrive on campus at 8 a.m. Your children are welcome to join 
us on the walk, but they must remain supervised by you until released onto 
the campus to school-staff supervision.

To adhere to current COVID-19 guidance at an outdoor event, masks are 
not required, but please have one in case we stop and chat for a few minutes 
during, or after, our walk. Masks are recommended for close gatherings 
outdoors when we can’t maintain social distance. I strive to be a good role 
model for our students. 

Planning for the 2021-22 School Year. While we await official new 
guidance from our counties for reopening in the fall, we are planning for a 
full return to in-person instruction in August. Safety is paramount. We will 
ensure that we return to school with the required protocols and procedures 
to keep students safe. As we receive guidance, we will update the community.

Take care and continue to safely enjoy summer fun.
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 
License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only 
and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.

Selling the Santa 
Cruz Mountains 

Lifestyle

SCOTT GREEN
408.761.2092 
scott.green@compass.com
ScottGreenRealtor.com 
DRE 01913176

Lifelong Mountain  
Resident of 52 Years

Lakeside School

Preschool, Summer Camp, 
and After-School Care

Tamara Payne-Alex
Preschool at Lakeside

In July, a huge truck delivered equipment 
and materials to the new Champions 
Preschool on the campus of Lakeside 
School. It was like opening presents at a 
party—boxes of blocks, puzzles, puppets, art 
supplies, a beautiful new wooden dramatic 
play set, science equipment, and more. 
The new preschool will be open 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Monday through Friday, and will 
provide many opportunities for children 
to experience the excitement of new ideas, 
imagination, and exploration. Find out 
more at DiscoverChampions.com.

Summer camp 

The children attending Champions 
Summer Camp at Lakeside have been 
using their creativity and problem-
solving skills. These budding architects 
and city planners built a model of a 
two-story restaurant (with drive-through 
window). One team of students designed 

and built a fabulous model “hot chocolate” 
waterslide ride.  

Before and After School Care 

Champions will provide before- and 
after-school care at Lakeside in the 
fall. Families can find out more information 
at DiscoverChampions.com.

Students at summer camp designed and built a 
two-story restaurant (above) and a theme park waterslide ride (left).
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Summer at Building Blocks
Shawna Persaud

The summer session at Building 
Blocks is going well. Our wonderful 
yard is brimming with outdoor learning 
opportunities. It is amazing to see the 
children engage with their environment and 
with each other. We have a plan for each 
day, but take our cues from the children. 
They are natural explorers and often find 
ways to use the materials provided in ways 
we grown-ups never would imagine.

To beat the summer heat, we have enjoyed 
a variety of water activities. The children 
loved freeing frozen toy bugs from ice using 
squirt bottles, salt, various tools, and their 
ingenuity to melt and break the ice.

Another favorite activity was making 
volcanoes in our sandbox. We use baking 
soda, vinegar, and liquid water coloring 
to make the eruption. First, we worked 
together to make one big volcano. Then the 
children made their own miniature versions.

The children love to read books, both 
during our official story time or as a 
personal choice throughout the day. They 
are eager to share questions and comments 
about the connections they are making 
while we read together, or when they 
explore books independently.

Our fall program starts Monday, August 
16, for teacher Sally’s Monday/Wednesday/
Friday class. Teacher Nicole’s Tuesday/
Thursday class starts Tuesday, August 
17. Space is limited, so interested families 
should visit www.buildingblockscoop.org 
for more information and register as soon as 
possible.
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ACCOUNTING AND
OFFICE SERVICES

QUICKBOOKS SPECIALIST, 
GRAPHICS DESIGN & WEBSITE 
SERVICES. Affordable rates. Mountain 
Resident. www.CarlaNespole.com 408-
497-7570

 
ANIMAL CARE

SARA’S ANIMAL CARE & HOUSE-
SITTING. All animals, horses too. Rea-
sonable rates, ref. provided. 408-656-9479
 
CAGE-FREE PET BOARDING/DAY 
CARE. Personalized in-home care. 
Summit/Hutchinson. Fenced 2+acres. 
408-483-7670
 
DOMESTIC AND LIVESTOCK
Pet care, new fences, repairs, stalls 
cleaned out. Please call Ruth or 
Roger, 650-996-2959.

PURRFECT PET CARE. Mtn Resident. 
Reliable care for all of your animals. 
Sandi Greenhill, 408-348-5771

CLEANING
HOUSECLEANING. Lic.#4157292210. 
Refs avail, good rates, own transport, 
wears mask. Oliva. C 408-964-8872

LUANNE’S HOUSECLEANING. 831-
706-2510. Est. Mtns since 1995. Detail-
oriented, tailored to your needs, goes the 
extra mile. Great refs.

ARNS CARPET CLEANING. Deep 
carpet, stair, area rug, and upholstery 
cleaning. Non-toxic, fast-drying method. 
Free estimates. 408-656-5323

PERSONAL HOUSEKEEPING. Flexible, 
Honest, Dependable, Experienced. Call 
Debbie 408-828-9133.
 
THE BEST HOUSECLEANER. Noemi 
Delgado, 831-359-8009

 
CONSULTANTS

DIVORCE CONSULTANT: Low-cost 
mediation, legal info. 408-887-6395

CONTRACTORS
SUMMIT DECK DOCTOR: DECK 
REFINISHING & CARPENTRY. Lic#928487. 
The deck refinishing season is now open! 
Get it spruced up before the summer! Call 
Rupert at 408-353-DECK (3325).
 
DOORS, WINDOWS AND MORE. Licensed 
and bonded. Years of experience. bruce@
doorswindowsandmore.com, 408-472-4478, 
831-476-8044
 
MD CONSTRUCTION. General 
contractor Lic # B959305 specializing 
in home improvements—bathroom and 
kitchen remodel/updates, new deck 
construction and refinishing, old deck 
repairs, and full room additions. For a 
free design consultation and estimate, 
call Mick Dudas at cell 408-691-2028, 
or email  mickdudas8@gmail.com.
 
FITTS CONSTRUCTION #667982. 25+ 
yr. local general contractor. Additions, 
Remodels, and Repairs. Kitchen and 
bathroom specialist. Email rich@
fittsconstruction.com.

 
COUNSELING

COACHING: Visionary Mentoring and 
Coaching for Family and Youth to help your 
family create a vision and the strategies 
needed for a peaceful loving home. For 
more information, call 408- 839-7488.

COLLEGE COUNSELING. Former 
admissions rep and HS counselor 
offering college application and essay 
guidance. Contact Kristen Hunsbedt at 
klhadvising@gmail.com or 408-827-8659.

 ELECTRICAL
BINGO ELECTRIC provides electrical 
services to mountain residents. Trouble-
shooting, installations, and repairs. Call 
Daniel at 408-214-0775. CIO #1076855. 
Licensed. Bonded. Insured.

SOLAR LIGHTWORKERS INC. LIC. 
960792 FULL SERVICE. Emergency 
back-up generators. Installations. 
Battery systems. Car charges, installs, 
and service upgrades. SOLAR PV 
systems. Free estimates. 831-293-
4933 or 408-813-1487

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
AIR/WATER QUALITY SAMPLING - 
Tank/Chem Removal RedHillslg.com 
408-455-9300

EXCAVATION
C.STILLE EXCAVATION 
ifyoucandreamitwecandigit.com 
408-781-2731 Lic#620755

MASON TRACTOR GRADING & 
EXCAVATING. Give us a call. We’ll 
move the earth for you. Lic#870450 
office 408-353-2836 cell 408-761-0794 
 
CUNNINGHAM TRACTOR. For all your 
earth-moving needs. Providing quality 
dirt work for mountain residences. Kevin 
408-515-1871. www.cunninghamtractor.
com  lic# 1000058 
 
       HANDYMAN 
HANDY DAVE Home Repairs, 
Assembly, Carpentry, Electrical, Deck 
& Fence, Plumbing. Call or Text Dave 
(408)314-7645,www.handy-dave.com 
 
ROGER’S REPAIRS. Electric, 
plumbing, fences, gates, decks, painting, 
etc. Safe, honest work. References. 
Since 1979. 650-996-2959 

HAULING
BEST HAULING. Daily dump runs. 
650-996-2959

GARBAGE AND DEBRIS 
DUMPSTER SERVICE for your clean-
up needs. Lexington Hills Disposal 
408-353-1343

 
HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED,  Part time office mgr.
Contact  office@silvermtn.com

LAND CLEARING
SERNA’S LAND CLEARING AND 
HAULING. Land clearing and fire 
breaks. Brush and poison oak removal. 
Debris clean-up and hauling. Chipping 
and firewood. Mulching tractors. Fecon 
equipment. Call 831-227-6373 (cell). 
Home 408-353-1990

PROFESSIONAL FIRE, FUEL 
BREAK, CLEARING, BURNING, 
CHIPPING, AND REMOVING OAK 
AND MADRONE LADDER FUELS. 
Specializing in steep terrain where hand 
work is needed. Mulching machine and 
climber available. Reasonable rates. 
Call 530-521-3486 for estimates.
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LANDSCAPING
PACIFIC MT. HORTICULTURE 
Design. Build. Cultivate. 
www.pacmthort.com. #582726

MEMBRENO LANDSCAPING Patios, 
Fencing, Retaining walls, Cleanups, 
and Hauling. Email Jose103183@
hotmail.com, or call 831-359-7968.

RTJ LANDSCAPING. Free estimates. 
License 9750. Residential and 
commercial. See our website: RTJ 
Landscaping.com. Call 831-254-4652. 

MUSIC
MUSIC TEACHER: Piano, Voice, Guitar, 
Winds. lorna.kohler@gmail.com

PIANO LESSONS near Summit and 17.
aspowerz@gmail.com

PIANO TUNING & REPAIR. Serving 
the Mountain Community since 1975. 
American Piano Service. 408-393-
0124. www.piano-tuning.biz

NOTARY PUBLIC
MOBILE OR IN OUR OFFICE. Cruz 
Mobile Notary Service. Ann and Mike 
Scherer. Ann 408-483-2156. Mike 408-
353-6453

PAINTING
LICKETY-SPLIT PAINTING. Mountain 
resident. Interiors, exteriors, residential, 
commercial, neat, clean, responsible, high 
quality, low rates since 1994. Lic#693617. 
Robert, 408-265-0564

MONROY PAINTING Int/Ext / 
Commercial/Residential. Hourly rates 
available. High quality and affordable. 
Monroypaint831@gmail.com. 831-435-
8859. Lic. 983378

PRESCHOOL
VILLA DEL MONTE PRESCHOOL 
& DAYCARE 650-793-4520 • www.
villadelmontedaycare.com

 PEST CONTROL
A RELIABLEPEST CONTROL.COM. 
408-559-7378. Licensed, Bonded, and 
Insured. Free Estimates. Rats, Ants, 
Spiders, Yellowjackets, Wasps, Gophers

RENTALS
CABINS & SITES FOR YOUR RV, 
TINY HOUSE, AND TRAILER are 
available. $935-$2400. Call 408-353-
9200, or email Relax@LupinLodge.
com.

 

ROOFING
ROYCE’S ROOFING, SPECIALIZING 
IN ROOF REPAIRS AND REROOFS. 
Can your roof use some TLC? Maybe 
a new roof? Gutters or roof cleaned? 
Schedule your free est. Lic# 890941. 
Exp. Since 1993. 408-353-6115

ROOF, GUTTER, DOWNSPOUTS 
CLEANED. 650-996-2959 

WATER
WATER LEVEL MEASUREMENT. See 
your water tank level on your computer 
or phone anytime. 408-835-3828, www.
HydriQ.net

WELDING
SUMMIT WELDING; MOBILE SHOP
General Repairs; Trucks, Trailers, 
Tractors, Tricycles, Tea Pots, Water 
Tank Removal and much more. Call 
530-521-3486.

ANN SCHERER
DRE 01490826

408.483.2156
MIKE SCHERER

DRE 01224636
408.353.6453

DANA JUNCKER
DRE 02057447

408.828.3909
www.MountainMike.com

23111 Santa Cruz Highway 17 • Los Gatos 95033

Check our Reviews on 
Google and Yelp VETERAN

OWNED BUSINESS
Vietnam
Veteran

Better Choose Cruz!
We have resources for the following:

 Prop 19 Tax Transfers
 Contractors, Inspectors, Handyman, Landscaper, etc.
 1031 Exchanges
 Enhance the Value of Your Home

 No out of pocket payments for inspections or home  
improvements to sell your home

 Pay when your house sells!
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13669 LONG RIDGE RD - SOLD
3 BD  | 2 BA | +/-1,892 SQFT. | +/-.1.957 AC

Offered at $1,195,000

www.Cole-Riese.com

enjoy the benefits of mountain living

#1 los gatos team serving the mountain
community and surrounding areas

24000 MOUNTAIN CHARLIE RD - ACTIVE
4 BD  | 3 BA | +/-3,409 SQFT. | +/-9.7 AC

Offered at $2,195,000

18035 SKYLINE BLVD - PENDING
3 BD  | 3 BA | +/-3,245 SQFT. | +/- 53.24 AC 

Offered at $2,695,000

22025 OLD SANTA CRUZ HWY - SOLD
3 BD  | 2 BA | +/-2,456 SQFT. | +/-.1.23 AC 

Offered at $1,450,000 SCAN FOR CLIENT PROGRAMS,
DISCOUNTED SERVICES,
AND MARKET UPDATES.

CALIFORNIA NOW ALLOWS FOR THE 
LIMITED TRANSFER OF PROPERTY 
TAX BASE. CONTACT US TO SEE IF 

YOU MAY QUALIFY.

NANCY COLE, JILL COLE & MICHAEL RIESE
Jill: 408.219.3416 | Michael: 408.781.7692
jill@team-cole.com | michael.riese@cbnorcal.com
410 N. Santa Cruz Ave., Los Gatos, CA 95030  

BRE: 01489680 | BRE: 01366625 | BRE: 70010123

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. All rights reserved. This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. 
Broker believes this information to be correct but has not verified this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. 
Real Estate Agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304. 

15955 Redwood Lodge Road

20628 Black Road

17337 Debbie Road

23584 Summit Road

COMING SOON
Price Upon Request

24002 SOQUEL SAN JOSE RD - NEW PRICE
4 BD  | 2 BA | +/-2,263 SQFT. | +/-1.13 AC

Offered at $1,299,000


